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Artist Haven
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[nterior designer Heather Wells

and her business manager, Barry
DeCosta, have worked together for
I8 vears. For inspiration outside
their daily lives at Heather Wells
[ne. in Boston, they head to
PROVINCETOWN, MASSACHUSETTS
— a beautiful coastal haven where
artists thrive — to visit its shops,
galleries, and museums. “It's so rich
in history, and there are so many
wonderful things to do.” says Wells.
Here, they share six of their

favorite places.

anowr Heather Wells and Barry DeCosta visit Provinostown's
Fine Arts Wark Center with Wells's labradoodbe, Henry.
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For Wells and DeCosta, Room
B2 is a one-stop shop.
Relocted from Boston in 2014
[t srill participatesin cicy
pop-ups), the store cammies
chean-lined modern fumine,
accessaries, and arwork.

“Ohar folkowers come from
all oover che world,” says Enic
Panmaoy, wha ouwnsthe store with Brer
Befsland. “They are loaking to discover fresh
and innoative work from boch emerging
aned established artists and designers to
create persanal spaces they are passionate
abeout,” says Portnoy

“It's suschi an imteresring place full of
bespoke objects.” says Wells, whoss favorite
purchase is a one-of-a-kind ceramic stood by
Venezuslan ariist Reinaldo Sanguino
Amaong paantings, priras, and collapes then
are everyday items such as slesk French
coffes presses, artsy power cords, and funky
speakers. “There's a lntle bit of everything,”
says DeCosta, “buit the common thread is
cood and modern.” 1. Locknesters puzrzle/
sculprure Bears and Gamine
glasses it on a side table by John

Room &8
371 Uommercinl Streel
Tid-338-6470
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Greiner. 2. Artwork made with cut
sandpaper pieces by owner Brent
Refiland is above a display of
blankets and pillows by Tina
Ratzer and a lamp by Seth West
3. Wells hodds a sculpnoral vescel

Kiem Markel.
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Frovincetown Art Association and Muoseam
{FAAM) has an expanding collection of art
mide by artists who are infuenced by the
town's “rich history omd beawtifl, netwrnl
setting.” sayvs Delostn. 1t's hard not bo be
inspired by & visit.

“I'he building mimics our mission,”

says execulive director Christine MeCarthy
ahout the 18MEs captain’s hosse that's

“eoupled with & modern stroctwre build in 2000 220057
Inside are more than 4000 works of art that have a
conmection to Provineetswn and other parts of Cape
Ul mnel the islands. “The maseum hosts more than

20 exhibitions each year. Abstrmet Climates: Helen
tronkenthater in Provincetowrn, on view Juoly 6 through

Provimcetown Art
Association amd
Museum
A Commercinl Street
iR -4 NT-Ti5
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Septemsher 2, foruses on
work crealed by the ahstract
expressiuiist arlist between
16650 amd 11M§8,
*Prowincetown has always
been o dmw for artists.” soys
MeCarthy. That ereativity
still exizts with people taking
classes ab PAAM, touring
the gulbleries, or toking their
cunvases and paintbrushes out
tov the besches

DECOSTA AND WELLS stusdy
the collection of local ant
(anowr), including a
painting by Prowvincetown
pauinter Salvatore Del Deo,
at thie Prosincetown A
Azzociation and Museum.
O thie museum's lawn
(LEFT) 5 & 1972 branze
sculpture by loseph
Kurhajec
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A brip to The Schoolhouse Gallery isa must whenever Wells
anel DeCosta are in bown. =We have known Mike for 2 mimbser
of years,” says DeCosta aboul gallery owner Mike Carroll

“He has a greal eye.”

“We present qualily fine art with a foeus on innovalion

from our roster of over 50 artists and connected artists’ stu-
dives,” says Carroll about his gallery, which Wells aften rec-
ommends o her clients. [Lrepresents local a8 well as emerg-

ing artists, some of whom work in exciling
media, among them Vermont s Clark
Dherbes, who specializes in carved wood
and paint. Ofpen sinee 1998, Lhe gallery
also participates in “a variety of fairs and
oulside exhibilion projects,” says Carsoll.

The Schoolhouse

4 Commercial Strest

gllerysehoolbouseram

Gallery
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NI CARROLL CHATS with
Wells in his Schoolhouse
Gallery imran Lerm. Behind
thermn are 2 standing wood
sou|priare by Clark Derbes
and a painting by Paul
Seopfiorth. Wells stands in
front of an acrylic painting
by Dronald Traver (ran LEFTL
The sculpture in the:
foreground is by Derbes.
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“Ewery sumimer, | buy a hat,” says Wells, a tradition started when DeCosta gave her
a gift of one from Lisa Ventre Mats, a charming store acnoss from the public library.
“1 hianve: firve o si at this poine.”

The hats are made by amist Lisa Ventre, who uses a matenial called toyo strans,
a quarter-inch braid of rice paper. it i lighteeight and flexible,”
Wentre says. ~| begin each hat by stivching now wpon row of the brakd
together, creating shape as | build the piece wp.” Mot only are the
haits “all really beawtifis, " says Wells, but they also are easy to pack

and practical when spending hot summer days outside.

Sophisticated yet casual, they are perfect fora laid-badck

UMM MET War drobe.
“The attention to detail is phenomenal,” says DeCosta. “She's

taken this -cﬂl.‘l: o a new level "
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Fine Arts Work
Center

24 Pearl Street
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[Each year, 10 artists and 10 writers are

granted fellowships from the Fine Arts o

Work Center (FAWC) to gather in

Prowincetowm for a seven-manth
residency from Ocioberto May. “lt'sa
madem -day antistic incubator,” says DeCosta abouwt the nonprofit that is
celebrating its $0th anniversary this year. It allows arnists to live and
wark at the cemter with no other expectation but they focus on their
crafi” For the summer, FAWE offers 12 weeldong creative writing and
wistial ares workshops, such 2 primmaking, soulpture, photog raphny.,
collage, fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. Wells, who stands
at a press (anowr)with printmaker Vicky Tomayko, a past
fellow and FAMWC s print shop manager (her work is
represented by The Schoolhouse Gallery), and DeCosta
are passicnate about supporting FAWC, which is hosting
a sumimeer awands ceremony July 21 as well as A Weiwei:
Rebar ond Cose, an exhibic of work by Chinese artist and
activist Al Weiwei on view in its galleny buly 12 through
August 30,
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The Canteen
225 Commercial Street
Sl -AET- 35
thecanieenplomn. o

After a day of strolling
‘Commercial Street, viewing art,
and shopping for themselves or

design clienes, Wells and
DieCosta relax at The Camtesn, a
fian restaurant with tables onthe beach.

“ki's beach food, but there is a twist an traditional seaside
fare,” says DeCosta abowt their favorite mena items — fried
oysterrolls, fish mndeiches, and roasted Brossels sprouts
isnowr). Phas, “In the summmeer, they make this drink called a ‘frosé,” says
DeCosta. “It's a frozen shus hie of rose wine. And itis good.” &

OPLASH

Immersive. Refreshing. that is the
exparience at Splash's stata-of-the
art design cantar. Functioning
displaye allow guests to considar
the characteristics of vessals,
faucets, fixtures, finishes and
accants that creata a soothing,
spa-lke oasis.

244 Meedharn St Mewaaon, MA

SplashCpnten.com
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